PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


ROYAL ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON 


SERIES GC. JOURNAL OF MEETINGS 


VoLuME 16. No. 8, 1951 


ORDINARY MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, 3RD OctoBEr, 1951, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


1. Confirmation of the Proceedings of the Ordinary Meeting held on 15th August, 
1951. 


2. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 
3. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 


4, Additions to the Library. 


Presented. 


Bishop’s Stortford Natural History Society. List of Lepidoptera. Part 1. 
Macrolepidoptera. Trans. Bishop's Stortford nat. Hist. Soc. 1: 1-45, 
1950. [Mr. P. B. M. Allan.] 

Colyer, Charles N., and Hammond, Cyril O. Flies of the British Isles. 
8vo. London. 1951. [Wayside and Woodland Series.] [The Authors.] 

Dubinin, V. B. Arachnida. Vol. VI, No. 5 (Analgesoidea). 8vo. 
Moscow and Leningrad. 1951. [Fauna of U.S.S.R. (N.S.) No. 43.] 
[Academy of Sciences of the U.S.8.R.] 

Ferris, Gordon Floyd. Atlas of the Scale Insects of North America. Vol. 5: 
4to. Stanford, Calif. and London. 1950. [The Publishers.] 

International Union for the Protection of Nature. The position of nature 
protection throughout the world in 1950. 8vo. Brussels. 1951. [Inter- 
national Union for the Protection of Nature. ] 

Jones, J. R. J. Llewellyn. An annotated check list of the Macrolepidoptera 
of British Columbia. Occ. Pap. ent. Soc. B.C. 1: 1-148, 1951. [The 
Author. | 

Merrett, Christopher. Pinax rerum naturalium Britanmcarum, continens 
vegetabilia, ammalia, et fossilia, in hac insula reperta wnchoatus. 12mo. 
Londini. 1667. [H. J. Turner Bequest.] 

Mikulski, J. S. Sieciarke (Neuroptera s.l.). 8vo. Warszawa. 1951. 
[Fauna stodkowodna polski 14.] [Dr. T. Jaczewski.] 

Muesebeck, OC. F. W., Krombein, Karl V., and Townes, Henry K., editors. 
Hymenoptera of America north of Mexico. Synoptic catalog. 8vo. , 
Washington. 1951. [Agriculture Monograph No. 2, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.] [Commonwealth Institute of Entomology. ] 
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Rees, F. Lillian. List of Pembrokeshire plants. 8vo. Tenby. 1950. 
[Dr. A. M. Easton. ] 

Salmon, J.T. Keys and bibliography to the Collembola. 4to. Wellington. 
1951. [Zoological Publication Victoria University College No. 8.] [The 
Author. 

Woodhoase, L. G. 0. The butterfly fauna of Ceylon. 2nd (abridged) edn. 
Fol. Colombo, 1950. [Information Department, Government of 


Ceylon. ] 

Purchased. 
Despax, Raymond. Plécoptéres. 8vo. Paris. 1951. [Faune de France 
59.] 


In addition separates were presented by Dr. N. E. Hickin; Dr. A. G. Hamil- 
ton; Mr. C. Garrett-Jones ; The Smithsonian Institution ; Mr. J. Hadjinicolaou ; 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, Australia ; 
United States Department of Agriculture ; Colonel Niall MacNeill; Chief Ento- 
mologist, East African Tsetse Research Organisation, Shinyanga; Dr. J. T. 
Salmon; Chicago Natural History Museum; Professor Hermann Weber ; Dr. 
J. L. Cloudsley-Thompson ; Mr. M. Niblett; Mr. H. E. Box; Professor P. A. 
Buxton, 0.M.G., F.R.S.; Mr. T. R. E. Southwood ; Professor J. Omer-Cooper ; 
and Dr. A. M. Easton. 


5. Admission of Fellows. 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under 
Chapter XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-laws and attends the meeting on 
3rd October, 1951, is requested to inform the Secretary before 5.15 p.m. 
on that date. 


6. Exhibits. 


Fellows are particularly requested to bring suitable exhibits to the Meeting 
even though it may not be possible to announce their intention to do so beforehand. 


7. Communications. 


Mr. C. E. Woodroffe and Mr. B. J. Southgate. 
The Insect and Mite Fauna of certain Birds’ Nests. 
[ ABSTRACT. ] 


It is convenient to divide the insect and mite fauna of a bird’s nest into three 
groups—ectoparasites of birds; scavengers, feeding on the nest material and 
waste products; and predators, feeding upon the other two groups. In any 
nest the type of fauna will depend primarily upon whether it was exposed to, or 
sheltered from, rain. The “ wet” nest fauna is, in general, widely distributed 
in decaying organic matter. The “dry” nest fauna consists of specialised 
scavengers of dried materials and their predators, and these are found only in a 
few similar situations, such as the nests of social insects, or beneath the bark of 
trees. These scavengers of dried materials are also our domestic pests and the 
fauna of “dry” nests corresponds closely with that of the warehouse. It is 
of obvicus practical importance to know to what extent these nests form reser- 
voirs of pest insects and mites and some figures will be given to show how fre- 
quently the more important species occur. 
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Tx will be served in the Library before the meeting. 


NOTICE 
Serial Publications in the Library of the Royal Entomological Society of London. 


_ A list of the serial publications in the Society’s Library, with the titles abbre- 
viated in accordance with the World List of Scientific Periodicals, has now been 
prepared. Copies may be obtained in the Society’s office, price (to Fellows) 

38. 9d. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 15TH Avucust, 1951. 
Mr. N. D. Riley, President, in the Chair. 
Present, 51 Fellows and 5 Visitors. 


The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held in Manchester on 21st-22nd July 
were confirmed and signed by the President. 

The names of the following candidates for election were read for the first time : 
HK. C. M. d’Assis-Fonseca, Mohammed Qutubuddin, and Kent Hale Wilson, B.Sc. 

For the second time (taken as read) : H. Cookson, 8. K. P. Hunter, R. Vernon 
Joyce, Carmel De Lucca, B.Sc., M.D., HE. M. Martin, Professor Atul Chandra 
Sen, M.Sc., and J. C. D. Watts. 

The Secretary read the names of the following newly elected Fellows of the 
Society: A. E. G. Best, c/o Grahams Trading Co. (India) Ltd., 310/11, Linghi 
Chetty Street, Madras, India; R. Couston, 5, Moncreiffe Terrace, Craigie, Perth ; 
R. 8. George, 109, Tuffley Avenue, Gloucester; HE. T. Giles, M.Sc., 57, Lucerne 
Road, Remuera, Auckland, New Zealand; D. Lovemore, M.Sc., Department of 
Agriculture, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia; P. Maggs, Clay Copse, Sway, Lym- 
ington, Hants; G.I. de Mercado, F.R.Met.S., Geophysical Observatory, Lerwick, 
Shetland Isles; J. EK. Treherne, B.Sc., Department of Zoology, The University, 
Bristol, 8. 

Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 

Dr. J. C. de Melo Carvalho and Mr. G.. E. Shewell signed the Obligation Book 
and were admitted Fellows of the Society. 


The following paper was read in title: 
_ The PHLEBOTOMINAE of the Ethiopian Region,” by R. Kirk and D. J. 
Lewis. 


The Secretary said that the List of the Serial Publications in the Library had 
now been published, and that copies could be obtained in the Society’s office at 
the price of 5s. Od., less 25 per cent. discount to Fellows. 

Dr. J. C. de Melo Carvalho exhibited a specimen of the Orchid Bug, Tenthecoris 
orchidearum (Reuter), which had been imported into this country. He recalled 
that a specimen had also been exhibited by J. O. Westwood at a meeting of the 
Society in 1877 [4th July, 1877]. 

Dr. B. M. Hobby made a short communication on dancing swarms of Braco- 
NIDAE (Hym.). He said that in the late afternoon of 6th August, 1951, near 
marshy ground at St. Weonards, Herefordshire, he encountered several swarms of 
a small Braconid flying at a height of 1-3 feet over various dark objects, e.g. a 
hedge, an old bucket lying in a ditch, a gate and the wooden cover of a water 
pump. He netted several individuals from the swarm over the gate and while 
he was boxing them the swarm reformed above his head. He caught about half 
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the individuals comprising one of the largest swarms and estimated this sample 
to contain about 2080 insects, so that the whole swarm would number about 
4000. Many others were crawling about on the woodwork below the swarm. 
All the specimens captured were. males; no females were seen. Dr. Hobby 
went on to say that Mr. G. E. J. Nixon had very kindly identified the Braconid 
as Blacus tripudians Haliday, adding that he believed the genus to be parasitic 
on wood-boring Coleoptera, and referring him to the literature. Haliday in his 
original description (1836, Ent. Mag. 3:42) associated the species with Salix 
caprea L., and described its dance in swarms after the manner of CHIRONOMIDAE. 
Marshall (1889, Trans. ent. Soc. Lond., 1889 : 170) considered the species not as 
common as B. ruficornis Nees, and stated that he had only taken a few isolated 
examples of B. tripudians, but that he had observed the swarming habit in another 
species—probably ruficornis. Donisthorpe (1936, Hnt. Rec. 48:84) observed a 
swarm of males, identified as probably Blacus paganus Hal., in Windsor Forest 
in June. The insects were flying over his companion’s head and later trans- 
ferred to his own. Stelfox (1941, Proc. R. Irish Acad. 46 (B) : 124) recorded an 
August swarm of male tripudians observed by EH. O'Mahoney in Co. Dublin, but 
later (1944, Ent. mon. Mag. 80 : 208) corrected this report saying that the species 
was ruficornis and that there were two females and five males in the sample 
taken. Finally Benson (1944, Ent. mon. Mag. 80 : 21) recorded tropudians flying 
in an enormous swarm on a June evening in Buckinghamshire. The main mass 
consisted of males and the few larger individuals that kept flying up into the 
swarm from below appeared to be females. 

Mr. E. W. Classey exhibited a printed address to ““ H. Maxwell-Lefroy, Esqr., 
M.A., F.E.S., F.Z.S.” from the “members of the staff of the Entomological 
Section, Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa, and of the Departments of — 
Entomology in the Provinces and the Baroda State” on the eve of his departure 
from India on leave. The document was presented to the Society. 

Mr. H. E. Box exhibited specimens of the Crambine moth Dvatraea rosa 
Heinrich, and the following subspecies and forms of the polytypic D. busckella 
Dyar & Heinrich: D. busckella subsp. busckella Dyar & Heinrich forma typica, 
b. busckella forma falconensis Box, b. busckella forma setariaeoides Box, b. subsp. 
setarvae Box; all reared from larvae on known food plants (GRAMINEAE) in 
Northern Venezuela (1951, Bull. ent. Res. 42: 379-398, pl. XIII). Laboratory 
reared hybrids included examples from long series of F.1 crosses b.b. setariaeoides 
2 x rosa 3, also F.2 crosses (0.6. setariaeoides X rosa) 9 x @, (b.b. setariaeoides « 
rosa) 2 X rosa 8, rosa 9 X (b.b. setarvaeoides x rosa) 3, and b. setariae 9 x (b.b. 
setariaeoides X rosa) 3. 

Miss L. EK. Cheesman gave a paper on the Oriental origin of the Papuasian 
insect fauna, and Dr. C. B. Williams gave a talk on the relation of insect popula- 
tions to recent weather conditions, abstracts of which appeared on pages 43-44. 
Both papers were followed by brief discussions. 

K. B. Brirron, Hon. Secretary. 


The next meeting will be held on 7th November, 1951. 
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